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THE GOVERNMENT’S RAIL- 
WAY RECORD 

When tho last Liberal Government 
of Manitoba wont out of olllcn In Jan¬ 
uary, 1900, there wore threo railway 
systems, tho C.P.ll., the Northern I J u- 
clflc, and the Canadian Northern, serv¬ 
ing the Province. The Canadian North¬ 
ern wus operating a considerable mile- 
ago and was at work building Its line 
between Winnipeg and Port Arthur. 

Had the ralhvuy situation In Maul • 
toba continued as It then was, tho Pro¬ 
vince would to-day have three railway 
systems competing to serve 1L. and the 
light for trade would probably have 
brought the rates down all over the 
Province to less than what they are. 
Moreover, there would not have been 
the acute grain and freight blockades 
which In recent years have cost the 
country so heavily. 

Proposal to Introduce Fourth Compet¬ 
ing System. 

Soon after taking office Mr. Hugh 
John Macdonald, signed a contract with 
J. P. McDonald, of New York, for a 
fourth competing railway, with an out¬ 
let to Duluth. This contract with one 
of the leading railway builders of the 
United States was all ready to be sub¬ 
mitted to the Legislature for ratifica¬ 
tion, when Mr. Koblin replaced Mr. 
Macdonald, 

Nothing was known by the public of 
the J. P. McDonald contract until 
March, 1901, when Mr. McDonald, In a 
letter addressed to Mr. Greenway, 
which the latter read In the Legisla¬ 
ture, enclosed a copy of the contract. 
It provided for a line to Duluth and 
for between three and four hundred 
miles of railway In Manitoba, the Pro¬ 
vince to guarantee the interest on $10,- 
000 per mile on the mileage in Mani¬ 
toba, and on $15,000 per mile on the 
Minnesota mileage. In return for which 
61 per cent of the stock was to be de¬ 
posited with the Railway Commission¬ 
er of Manitoba, the Province was to ap¬ 
point the controller and auditor of the 
company, and there were to be specific 
freight rate reductions, the grain rate 
being fixed at 10 cents, with passenger 
rates not to exceed 2% cents per mile 
between stations In Manitoba. A pen¬ 
alty of $10,000 was provided for each 
and every violation by the company of 
the agreement as to rates. 

Competing Systems Reduced From 
Three to Two. 

This contract was thrown overboard 
by Mr. Roblin when he and Mr. Rogers 
stepped Into the Government, Mr. Hugh 



















































Mr. rtublln In his spoooh at the Gurney 
celebration In Toronto, talked about tho 
Canadian Northern having "tho small¬ 
est bonded Indebtedness, and therefore 
tho smallast fixed ohargos of any rail¬ 
road of similar length In the civilized 
' world." (Toronto Mall anil Empire, 
August 13, 1003.) Ho laid great stross 
on this as Showing that the Canadian 
Northern had loss to oarn than other 
rouds, and so tho rates could bo kept 
down. How, Ihon, onn ho Justify his 
allowing tho Canadian Northern—If he 
has "control" as ho claims to have—to 
charge tho samo rates ns tho C.P.H.7 
Whoro does tho advantage to tho Pro¬ 
vince from tho "smallest bonded In¬ 
debtedness and therefore tho smallest 
fixed ehargo” como In? 

Why Not a Ten Cent Rate? 


If tho Itoblln Government's control 
is real, why Is not tho ten cent rate 
In force? Mr. Roblln told tho people 
of Manitoba, when he Issued that ten 
cent Order-ln-CouncIl on tho eve of the 
last Provincial general elections, that 
thoro was no risk of a deficit until the 
nine cent rate was reached, and that 
tho Canadian Northern could do busi¬ 
ness profitably on the ten cent rate. 
Eleven cents, with proportionately 
higher rates for outside nolnts. Is the 













been demonstrated conclusively by the 
events ot tho winter of 1000*7. Anti 
yet Clause 13 of thu contract roads as 
follows! 

“Tho Company shall provide and 
“maintain euoh equipment for Its lines 
“of railway as will reasonably provide 
*‘*i requirements of tho frolght 


“and p 


“and 


'this clause the same shall be deoidod 


“by the Railway Committee of the 
uDxluv Council of Canada.” 


“Privy Counoll of Canada.” 

Mr. Roblln, In his speech In the Le¬ 
gislature on March 0, 1001, in moving 
the second reading of the bill to con¬ 
firm the deal made with the Canadian 
Northern, said! 

"A plank In our party was Govcrn- 
“ment Ownership—In so far as It was 
“practicable and desirable. . . . 

"In tho bill before tho House wo 
“have all tho practical benefits of 
"Government Ownership. . . . 

“Wo have escaped all tho dangers of 
"Government Ownership, and Becured 
"all that Is practically beneficial and 
"desirable.” • 

The test of these declarations has 
come this winter, and all tho Province 
knows now that, with the Boblin Gov¬ 
ernment In power, these declarations 
mean nothing. The Roblln Government 
has not stirred a finger to put Clause 
13 of tho Canadian Northern contract 
















In the Legislature on February D, 
1007, Mr. Prefontalne guv© vigorous ex¬ 
pression to the need of protection be¬ 
ing afforded to farmorB along the Can¬ 
adian Northern, where there are no 
fonaes, and people are losing cattle and 
have trouble In getting redress. Mr. 
Colin H. Campbell replied that "the Pro¬ 
vince has no control," and Mr. Rob- 
lin emphasized the Attorney-General’s 
statement, and remarked that “somo 
people and some newspapers could not 
understand the matter, but persist In 
saying that the C. N. R. Is a Govern¬ 
ment-Owned and Government-Controll¬ 
ed railway.” 

“The fact was,” he said, "that the 
Government had no more control over 
he C.N.R. In Its general operations than 
over the C.P.H.; the only Interest and 
control It had was In the matter of 
freight rates.” That Is to say, as has 
been shown, the Interest and control 
of the fly on the wheel. 

What the Province Has Done for the 
C.N.R. 












Total Contingent Liabilities of 
$27,000,000. 

Thus the credit of the Province has 
been pledged on- behalf of tl e Cana- 



dlun Northern tci the enormous extent 
o£ *27,815,581), Yot the Province has 
nothing to say, according to Mr. Rob- 
lln, should the road tall to operate Its 
lines. 

The cntli'o amount oC $20,815,588 
worth of guaranteed bonds authorized 
by the Manitoba Legislature has not 
yot boon taken up. According to the 
Public Accounts of 1006 the actual 
amount of guarantees Issued up to 
Dec. 31, 1000 was as follows: 

Line to Port Arthur..* 5,745,586 
Manitoba lines . 0,746,506 

$15,402,002 

The remaining five millions of guar¬ 
antees are however authorized and 
the Province must deliver them when 
the Railway Company builds the lines 
for which they are granted. 

Roblin Claims Guarantees Must Con- 



native, but to keep on ruaranteetng 
these bonds during the continuance of 
the mortgage. A delightful prospect 
truly! 

The Results in a Nutshell. 

To sum up: 

Mr. Roblin found the Province with 






"control of rates" ovei the Canadian 
Northern. 

As a result ot this "control" wheat 
rates have boon reduced 3o per 100 lbs. 
during his seven years o£ olHce, while 
they fell 10c per 100 lbs. during the 
previous Liberal reglmo of 12 years. 

The Province Is bound under tho 
contract made by the Province, as In¬ 
terpreted by himself, to continue to 
guarantee bonds for ovory mile of 
railway built by the Canadian North¬ 
ern during tho life of tho DDD-year con¬ 
tract. 

The Province, according to Mr. Rob- 
lin, has nothing to say as to how the 
road Is operated, or whether it Is oper¬ 
ated at all. "We have no control over 
ern during the life of the mortgage, 


THE FINANCIAL RECORD 


In dealing with the present financial 
position of the Province and the record 
of the Roblin Government as the cus¬ 
todian of the treasury It is essential 
that attention be paid to the Important, 
matter of the comparative receipts of 
this and the preceding Government. 
Much is heard from the Government 
of Its successful administration of the 
Province's finances and the possession 
of $S12,000 in cash Is acclaimed as a 




Int. School Lands Fund. 

Fines. , 

' Foes. 

County Court Fees. 

Law Stamps and Law Fees 
Land Titles, General Fees. 

Marriage Licenses. 

Manitoba Gazette. 

Sale of Statutes . 

3 per cent. Gross Earnings 

Liquor Licenses . 

Interest . 

Private Bills. 

Provincial Lands. 

Support of Incurables .. 

■ " *' Lunatics ... 

" “ Leaf and Dumb 

Insurance Act Fees. 

Succession Duty. 

Municipal Tax. 

Corporation Tax. 

Railway Tax. 

Sundry Revenue . 

Land Titles Assce. Fund 

Fire Prevention . 

Refunds. 


003,001.48 

81,310.00 

101,102.04 

70,054.00 

72,504.22 

040,452.57 

21,257.28 

31,174.40 

3,007.20 

45,050.75 

345,010.81 

308,402.05 

10,743.20 

2,000,640.03 

13,450.86 

440,122.60 

54,804.05 

108,070.00 

158,642.00 

62,048.80 

305,049.15 

321,401.05 

53,120.16 

72,000.00 

5,740.81 

804.97 


Grand Total.$10,146,677.06 

The comparison works out as fol- 

Total Receipts, Roblin 

period.$10,146,677.06 

Total Receipts, Liberal 

period. 5,011,278.50 





















real estate which In turn was the ef¬ 
fect of the Influx of people Into West¬ 
ern Canada. 

The growth and expansion of the 
country, which would have proceeded 
along Its normal lines had Mr. Roblln 
never existed, explains most of the 
smaller Increases such as $173,513 fees 
and receipts from tho courts, $153,000 
from succession duties, and $41,000 
from Insurance Act fees. 


Two Millions From Provincial Lands. 


Tho receipts from Provincial lands 
are worthy of special attention. Prom 
1893 to 1890 the Province received all 
told $92,524 from Its lands; while for 
the Roblln Government period the re¬ 
ceipts have been: 


1900 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904 

1905 

1906 


$ 62,570 
120,566 
256,916 
292,742 
277,202 
446,762 
643,788 


Total.$2,000,540 

This Immense amount of money waB 
obtained by selling off the Provincial 
landed estate—disposing of capital 
that is to say. 

In one sense perhaps the Roblln 
Government can claim credit for these 
enlarged receipts from land. They can 
say that If they had not shown such 
zeal in disposing of the land, selling 
It in large blocks to speculators, the 


smaller, 
e would 












Part of the Cash Is Borrowed Money. 

Tho $812,700 cnsli on lmnd doos not 
In Its entirety represent savings from 
receipts, It Includes no less than 
$262,000 of borrowed money. In 1000 
the Province Issued a loan of $500,000, 
ostensibly to pay the Greenway deficit. 
As the Groonway deficit according to 
tho report of the Financial Commis¬ 
sioner (sessional papers 1000, page 
427) amounted only to $218,000 thoro 
remained a balance of $262,000 In cash, 
which Is part of tho existing cash In 
the banks subject to the cheque of the 
Provincial Treasurer. 

Cash Surplus Only $560,000, 













Eduoatlonal Grants Contrasted. 

Talco oducatlon, a matter of vital 
lmportanao, the Liberals from 1803 to 
1800 gave $1,002,005 to education or 
21% por cent, of the total rovonue, 
Out of every $100 they received they 
gavo $21.50 to education. 

The Roblln Government during Its 
seven tears of office gave $1,717,043 to 
education or only 17 per cent. 

Still 2i/ z Millions to Acoount For. 

Let us look at this matter of the 
$3,050,312 of extra expenditure which 
we are trying to account for In the 
light of these grants to the people. 
The extra grants bv the Roblln Gov¬ 
ernment, on the basis of Mr. Agnow’s 
classification, amount to $1,158,300. 
Subtract this and wo still have $2,498,- 
000 of extra expenditure to account for. 

It didn't go for buildings for they 
are provided for; nor for grants to the 
people. How then was It spent? 

This sum of two and a half million 
dollars represents the extra amount 
that it cost to "run the maohine” in 
the seven years of Roblin rule. It Is 


what the Province has paid for 
extravagant and wasteful methods 
the present administration. 
Summary. 


To recapitulate: 

Roblln's Excess Revenue for 

7 years.! 

Spent thus: 


55,136 



Buildings, 


....$ 919,086 






high avorago price obtulnod for It 
shows that It was well managed and 
was sold skilfully. The Roblln aovorn* 
mont, despite tho groat lnoroaso In land 
values during the last five years, and 
tho further Important fact that Its 
sales lnaludo 420,000 acres of high class 
arable prairie lands picked fr<?m the 
M. & N. tV. railway land grant, has 
averaged only $2.02 an aoro for tho land 
sold by It. 

The Dyok Transaction. 

Tho transaction by which Mr. J. D, 
Dyck became, In May, 1002, tho nominal 
owner for a brief period of time of 
20,302 acres of M, & N.W. lands was a 
peculiar one. From tho return brought 
down In tho Legislature In 1000, It ap¬ 
pears that’a deposit of some $0,000 was 
made on April 30, 1002, on account of 
this land, and a receipt was Issued on 
May 13. Tho first peculiarity apparont 








wlm wnii ao £ai' na tlioy know, moroly 
a name, at tho request of oortain par¬ 
ties whoso names ao not appear at all 
in tho return brought down to tho 
Legislature. 

Mr. Dyok is a well-to-do dorman 
farmer, or Winkler, As a matter of 
fact, ho did not purchase 20,302 acres 
of land, although ho Is down on tho 
books of tho department as having 
bought that amount. Tho actual 
amount of land which ho bought was 
only one section, and this ho paid for 
at tho rate of $3 per aore, and his name 
was simply used by other parties for 
the other 19,700 aores, which are shown 
on the department’s books as having 
been sold to him. All this land was 
quit-claimed by him to other parties, 
and his interest In It was shiort-llved 
and was purely technical. 

The return brought down by tho Gov¬ 
ernment does not contain tho names of 
any of tho members of the syndicate 
which really purchased this land and 
secured It from Mr. Dyck by quit¬ 
claim, afterwards selling It to various 
parties at advanced prices, making an 
extremely handsome profit in the trans¬ 
action. 

The Ridd-Gerrie Deal. 


On June 20, 1904, the Department 'of 
Provincial 'Lands transferred 6,841 acres 
In township 17, range 11 east, to Robert 
Itldd, furnaceman In the old court 
house In this city, earning $7 a week, at 
$2.40 per acre. The cash paid down by 
Ridd, as shown by the official record, 
was $1,633.85. 

In defending the price at which the 
land In question was transferred from 
public ownership to private ownership, 
Mr. Roblin, speaking In the Legislature 
on Jan. 31, 1906, said that it was the 
price fixed by an Inspector of the Pro¬ 
vincial Government, J. F. Choate by 
name. This J. P. Choate made his in¬ 
spection and fixed the price at $2.40 per 



In t'ho townsllo ami of the lour hundred 
acres reserved by llio purchasers from 
OoitIo "contiguous ’to one ol! llio grout- 
cat water powers oil the rlvor") at 
$200,320. An ’Important olemont in the 
i alue of the 0,841 aero.-) secrotly disposed 
o£ by llio rtoblln Government via Uuro- 
takor GuitJu and Furnacoinan Bldd la 
one of tho chief water powers on the 
Winnipeg Hlvor, which Intersects tho 
property. A striking contrast both In 
regard to methods of sale and prices 
realized la furnished by tho public auc¬ 
tion sale In September, 11)00, under di¬ 
rection of itho Dominion Government, 
whon 1,234 acroa of school lands wore 
disposed of In three pa cels. These lands 
adjoin water powers on tho Winnipeg 
Elver, and aro contiguous to tho Hldd- 
Gerrle lands. They realized an aver¬ 
age price of $63.05 per acre, as against 
$2.40 per acre for the 0,841 acres secretly 
disposed of by tho lloblln Government. 


Mr, Armstrong’s Broksnhead Venture. 








W. RloharcUon's Great Coup. 


Thu Halo ol' townships 4-5, ranges 7-1 
13,i In Dooembur, 11)05, was uIbo typical 
of tho monitor In which the public lands 
liuvu boon jobbed off. The Province 
owned these lour solid townships of 
Innd, Tho area embraced 80,380 acres. 
This was sold by private salo to W, 
ltlchardson, of Portage la Prairie, The 
bulk of the lund wus sold for $3.00 an 
acre, and a portion of It for $3.75. In 
this .transaction Mr, lticnaiuson wus 
tlio agent or representative of a syndi¬ 
cate of Portage la Prairie Conserva¬ 
tives, the Identity of some of whom It Is 
not dllllcult to guess. 

On November 25, 11)05, tho chief clerk 
of tho Provincial Lands Department, 
wrote to Richardson about these 

"Another party endeavored to ar¬ 
range with tho Commissioner (Mr, 
“Koblln Is tho Commissioner) after you 
“left, but tho Commissioner would not 
"accept cash deposit, as you had agreed 
“to purchase. Advise and we will re- 
"turn deposit.” 

Thus Mr. ltlchardson had an option 
on those 80,386 acres. He had made a 
deposit of $1,000, thereby securing tho 
option. If he could not land a purchas¬ 
er, he had only to advise the Depart¬ 
ment, the $1,000 would be returned to 
him, and the option would be olf. 
Meanwhllo, Mr. Itoblln, as Commission¬ 
er of Provincial Lands, refused to en¬ 
tertain another offer for the lands. 

On November 28, 1905, Mr. Richard¬ 
son wrote to the chief clerk, telling 
him to let the matter stand, and add¬ 
ing that he would "see the Commis¬ 
sioner with whom I made the deal." 
The Commissioner referred to In these 
talismanic words, be it remembered. Is 
Mr. R. P. Roblln. 'Shortly after “the 
deal" was concluded by the lands pass¬ 
ing Into the hands of Mr. Richardson 
and his associates. 

Clause 4 of the Regulations Govern- 











Winnipeg Conservative convention, Mr. 
Hogora made a speech In defence of the 
Government's land transaotlona In 
which, In an unguarded moment, lie ad¬ 
mitted that Mr. ItobHn's statement the 
previous year was not true. 

Mr. Rogers dofondod tho sale of 80,000 
acres on bloc to W, Wohardson by eon- 
tending that tho price obtained by the 
Oovormnont (a llttlu over $0 an aero') 
was all tho land was worth, Pointing 
to Mr, Hugh John Macdonald, who was 
sitting near him on the platform, Mr, 
Ilogurs, In a fatally unguarded moment 
said: 


“Hon, Hugh John Maodonald here 
“had tho lands under option and offered 
“them at $2.50 an aore and got no 


Mr. Itogora thus stated publicly that 
Mr. Hugh John Macdonald had boon 
given an option on those lands at a 
lower price than the Richardson group 
got thorn for, and that he had not been 
so fortunate as to And a purchaser. Mr. 
Macdonald, sitting there at Mr. Rogers 
elbow on the platform ut tho South 
Winnipeg rally, did not deny the fact 
thus divulged by Mr. Rogers. 

There Is something pathetic In the 
figure that piosonts Itsolf to the mind's 
eye of Mr. Hugh John Macdonald as an 
option-peddler, falling to find a pur¬ 
chaser and dropping out of the game, 
to bo succeeded by. Mr. Richardson and 
his friends, who sold out so very profit- 


What the Facts Indicate. 


The facts all point to one conclusion 
—that our Provincial lands, have been 
administered on the principle of the 
greatest good to tho greatest number 
of.party workers. 

They have ibeon jobbed off In large 
amounts to party friends on nominal 
terms of payment. Practically all that 
was necessary was to pay one-tenth 
of the price and Interest on the bal¬ 
ance until tho land was turned over 
and the profits made. 

In some cases lands were sold on 
valuations that were years old, thus 
enabling the purchasers to get them 
at but a portion of their true value. 
In many cases the land was sold to 
figureheads and stool pigeons and the 
names of the actual purchasers have 
never been made public. 

In at least one case large quantities 
of land were sold at a cut price to 
favored purchasers. 


Results of Sates by Auction. 


In striking contrast to this method 
of disposing of the public domain Is 
the system followed by the Dominion 
Government In selling school lands. 
School lands were sold at public auc¬ 
tion during October and November of 
last year at 15 points In Manitoba, wlth- 
the result that 121,000 acres of land 
were sold for $1,468,326, averaging 
$12.13 per acre. 

It 







LOOTING THE M. & N. W. LAND8. 


In the year 1800 tho Groonwny Gov¬ 
ernment made an arrangement with 
tho Manitoba and Northwestern Ri/ll- 
way—then In a receivers hands—by 










vldod In chapter 48 that "all real prop- 
"orty acquired by the agreement with 
"the Manitoba and North Western shall 
"bo subject to the administration and 
“dealt with and disposed of as other 
"lands of the Province, and proceeds 
"realized from the disposition of such 
"lands shall from time to time be plac- 
"od to the credit and form part of the 
"consolidated revenue fund.” 

The effect of this was to destroy the 
trust; and since that date all the pro¬ 
ceeds of these lands have been put 
Into current revenue In place of being 
husbanded to retire the debentures 
which mature In 1010. 

These receipts have been very largo 




















which they have been Jobbed off by 
private dickers to party frlonds the 
Province will clear at least $800,000; 
while under careful management by 
which theso lands would have been 
held and sold only to actual settlors, 
the prollts resulting from this transaa- 
lton would havo amounted to sufficient 
to wipe out tho entire bonded Indebted¬ 
ness of tho Province when the Liberals 
left office, 

A Fallacious Defence. 

The dofonce which the Govern¬ 
ment makes for using these moneys 
In place or putting them In a trust fund 
Is that because tho Province was ob¬ 
liged for many years to pay the Interest 
on the M. & N. W. debentures out of 
the moneys In Its posses-don, owing to 
the receipts from the lands not being 
sufficient to meet theso charges, It Is 
now entitled to repayment. This argu¬ 
ment Is entirely fallacious, because 
these payments which were all made by 
the Greenway Government were made 
not from current revenues of the Pro¬ 
vince but from borrowed money which 
hus not yet been repaid. The Provln- 




THE CAMPBELL-PRITCHARD 
EPISODE. 


Before the Insurance Commission at 
Ottawa on Nov. 6, 11)00, Mr. A. W. 
Pritchard, of Winnipeg, guvo some In¬ 
teresting evidence as to certain sales 
of land will oh, acting as agent for the 
vendors, he had made to the Union 
Trust Co. 

One of these transactions was the 
sale some three years ago of 40,000 
acres of land belonging to the Ontario, 
Manitoba & Western Land Co., of 
which Hon. Colin H. Campbell was 
prcsklcnc and J. W. Bettes, secretary. 
Mr. Pritchard, who at that time 
was a member of the Provincial 
Civil Service, said ho had offered this 
land to Mr. Foster at $5; and It was 
uccepted on the understanding that 
there was to bo a commission of 25c. 
an aero which would be divided be¬ 
tween Mr. Foster and Mr. Pritchard. 
Mr. Frltclmrd’s evidence as to what 
happened to his share of the com¬ 
mission Is quoted from the official 
report: 

Mr. Tilley to Mr. Pritchard: 

Q—"That lefl $5,000 to you and $5,000 
to Foster?" A—"It left $5,000.” 

Q—"Why don't you say yes? Was 
there something that was not for your¬ 
self?” A—"Well, there was something 
that I did not get.” 

Q—“What did you not get?” 

A—"Well, Mr. Campbell -” 

Q—"What Campbell?" A—"The at¬ 
torney-general. He thought that he 
had had a good deal of trouble over 
these lands in one way and another 
and he ought to come in for $1,000, so I 
finally consented to let him have that 
amount.” 

Q—"You say that Mr. Campbell, who 
was president of the selling com¬ 
pany ?" A—“Yes." 

Q—"He said to you that he thought 
that for his trouble he should get 
$1,000?' A—"Yes.” 

Q—“When . did he say that?” 
A—“Well, as I received these letters or 
telegrams I showed thrm to Mr. 
Campbell." 

Q—“That Is to say you kept Mr. 
Campbell, who Is the president of the 
corrmanv. advised as to the Drogrcss of 



Q—"So that nothing was Bald by 
him as to tho division of the commis¬ 
sion until tho matter was ready to 
oloseV" A—"Yes, that Is right," 

Q—"Toll us just what was said said." 
A—"Well, he said, ‘I think that It would 
be to your advantage to give me $1,000 

of this commission." 


of this commission." 

Q—"What did ho moan by that?" 
A—"I said 'On what ground? What 
have you done for it?’ And he said, 
’Woll, It will be to your advantage to 
give me that amount,' and he said, 
’You go and think It over.’ So X went 
home and thought It over, and I thought 
there must bo something brewing 
' ' t say that unless “ 


he would r..._, _ _ .. 

was true; so I phoned him and said 
that X decided to give him the $1,000 
and he said, he thought that 1 had aot- 
ed wiaoly. I gave him the $1,000 cash. 
I kept tho balance, $4,000.” 

Mr. Campbell’s Evidence. 

On Nov. 12 Mr. Campbell gave evid¬ 
ence on his own behalf before the 
commission. We give It for what It 
Is worth: 

Mr. Campbell said it was absolutely 
untrue that he told Pritchard It would 
be to his advantage to give him (Camp¬ 
bell) $1,000. The witness was not 
around when the document malting the 
sale was closed. No such conversation 
as Pritchard stated ever took place. 
Pritchard said that he (Campbell) stat¬ 
ed that Pritchard acted wisely in giv¬ 
ing the $1,000. “I never said anything 
of the kind," said Mr. Campbell, Ihe 
witness also denied that he ever got 
any telegrams or letters from Foster 
and when Pritchard said he handed 
him letters and papers he said what 


Mr. Campbell explained that difficul¬ 
ties arose out of the agreement as made 
by Pritchard. The company had oo 
title to the land and what Pritchard 
sold was the title. He (Campbell) 
straightened the matter out at 
Pritchard’s request. He told Pritchard 
that the matter would have to be paid 
for out of his commission. 







Mr. MoTavIsh—“It Is not pertinent 
to this enquiry." 

Mr, Campboll—"No," 

“Wore tho services before or after 
November 0?" asked Mr. Tilley. 

"Some before and some after." 

“Did you suggest $1,000 ns a reason¬ 
able feo." 

"Yes, but there was something else 
done for him and ho agreed to the 
amount." 

"During all that time you wero presi¬ 
dent of the Ontario and Manitoba 
Western Lands Co, and Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral?" 

“That has nothing to do with the 
payment of the $1,000. I nover dis¬ 
closed It to anyone and forget all 
nbout It until It camo up here." 


MR. ROBLIN’S SECRET DEAL. IN 
C.N.R. LANDS. 




THE H.B. LAND DEAL—8ELLING 
260,000 ACRES FOR $400,000. 


Thu Norpuay Government In 1880 Is¬ 
sued provincial debentures to thu ex¬ 
tern of $250,000, and gave thu proeoods 
to the Hudson's May Hallway to build 
Homo forty tnl.is of railway from Wln- 
ulpog to Luku Manitoba, 

Thu Hallway Company wus to give 
the province as security an intorest In 
260,000 auros from Its lund grant to be 
earned by the building of tho road. 
After the Norquay Government gave 
the debentures, tho Dominion Govern¬ 
ment refused to glvo the Hallway Com¬ 
pany Its land grant, on the ground that 
the railway tine was not up to speclll- 
catlons, (It had In reality been built 
simply for political ends, and It was, 
nover operated.) Thus the Province 
was "stuck" for $250,000, and Interest of 
$12,807 for twenty-four years, amount¬ 
ing In all to $559,308 (without comput¬ 
ing compound interest, ns might justly 

Some twelve years later the Canadian 
Northern Hallway took over the char¬ 
ter of the Hudson's Bay Hallway, 
which Included the right to a land 
grant. In the year 1898 the Manitoba 
Legislature ossl-tud the Canadian Nor- 

bonds to the extent ol’ $8,000 a mile to 
build from Sifton Junction to Swan 
lliver (Chap. 4't, Statutes of 1S9S); and 
by sub-section -1 of clause 1 of this en¬ 
actment It was provided that “the 
company shall, from and out of any 
land grant that may be earned in re¬ 
spect of tiio line of railway hereby au¬ 
thorized to be aided, bind Itself to con¬ 
vey and transfer or cause to be con¬ 
veyed and transferred to the Govern¬ 
ment of Manitoba 25G.C00 acres of land 
fairly fit for settlement.” This was to 
be In settlement of this old outstand¬ 
ing liabi.ity of the Hudson’s Bay Hail- 

The land grant was earned in the 
following year; and in 1300, during tho 
administration of Hugh John Macdon¬ 
ald, the selection was begun. By the 
terms of the arrangement between the 
Province and the Company the selec¬ 
tion was to be made from the C.N.R. 
lands lying between Lakes Winnipeg 
and Manitoba, and was to extend to 
other land holdings of the Company- 
only an the event of an Insufficient 
amount of land fairly fit for settlement 
being found in the area between the 
la'ies. The original land grant, earned 
by the Canadian Northern Railway, 
by the construction of its line from 
Gladstone to Dauphin, was specially 
exempted from the agreement. 

When the Roblin Government came 
into office this land selection stopped 
and was never resumed. In the session 
of 1903 the Opposition condemned the 
Government for this neglect, and Mr. 
Roblin made a formal defence in his 
address at Carman, March 31, 1903. 
which was printed and spread broad¬ 
cast over the Province. He said: 

“If you want to know who is respon¬ 
sible for the delay in making the se- 









rungoment with Iho Provlnolul Gov- 
eminent by which llioy agreed to pay 
$400,000, In four annual Instalments, 
with an Initial payment of $20,000. This 
arrangement, though agreed upon In 
May, was not completed until tho fol¬ 
lowing November, 

The ol't'eot of tills transaction was 
that the provlnco sold to the Canadian 
Northern 250,000 acres of land, "fairly 
tit for settlement," for $400,000. This 


fore ho got the lands, This- Is simply 
absurd. Tho company could not hand 
over tho lands until It was in posses- 


and It was to enable It to build tho 
road that the bonds were guaranteed, 

Another defence Is that the Domin¬ 
ion Government Is responsible, be¬ 
cause It refused to survey the town¬ 
ships fnom which the land was to be 
chosen, despite "repeated representa¬ 
tions.” This hns been shown to be 
quite untrue 

It has also been claimed that, had 
the Government gone ahead and picked 
Its lands In the unsurveyed townships, 
It would have been obliged to do so 
under terms set forth by the Canadian 
Northern, In a letter to tho Govern¬ 
ment stating that tho Province must 
accept a certain number of sections in 





THE LOOTING OF THE LAND 
TITLES ASSURANCE FUND 


When tha Torrona* Title system of 
registration was adopted In 181)0 pro¬ 
vision was mado that whonevor a title 
was lssuod a small percentage of the 
value of the property—varying from 
l-10th of ono per cent, to l-lth—should 
be paid into the Land Titles Assurance 
Fund, The Real Property Act provid¬ 
ed that "any person sustaining loss or 
damage through any omission, mistake 
or misfeasance of the district regis¬ 
trar or of any of his offleors or clerks" 
could sue and recover damagos and 
"the Provincial Treasurer shall pay toe 
amount of any judgment obtained, 
payable out of the Assurance Fund." 

On Dec, 81, 1809, six days before the 
Llborals went out of power, this fund 
had grown until it amounted to $76,276, 
A year later It had reached $83,557.37, 

In the session of 1901 the Roblln Gov¬ 
ernment amended the Real Property 
Act, making the following provision 
about this Trust Fund: 

"When the said fund shall have 
reached tho sum of $75,000 any sums 
In excess of tho said amount may, by 
tho direction of the Lleutenant-Gover- 
nor-in-Councll from time to time, oe 
transferred to and form part of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the 
Province." 

The Liberals had left the fund at 
$75,000; Roblln thereupon declared that 










may bo utilised by direction o£ tho 
Ijltm lonttii t-CJovornor-lti-Counoll for tbo 
erection of buildings to bo used uh land 
titles OlllCOS," 

Under tills provision the Government 
could ttiko tbo $7G OOt) trust funds and 
Invest thorn In buildings; and this has 
bcon done. It Is understood that the 
lino now land titles building In Winni¬ 
peg has bcon built out of thesu funds. 
Tbo public accounts glvo no Informa¬ 
tion as to the diversion of this money. 
Tbo trust account shows a pros;ntibal-. 
unco of $78,000, but this Is presumably 
In buildings, not In cash. 

For all practical purposes the Land 
Titles Assurance Fund has coased to 
exist. Wo may have Its equivalent In 
the form of public buildings, but these 
buildings cannot 1111 tho place for 
which the trust was designed. The 
Idea underlying tho legislation was 
that, If judgment for damages was 
ever obtained by a suitor who had 
suffered loss through tho error of the 
Government's oflldals, tho Government 
would have the money at hand to 
meet It. But obviously if the money 
Is tied up In a building, It will not be 
available for this purpose. 


SHABBY TREATMENT OP THE 
SCHOOLS 







which the necessities of llio count rj 
schools wore pleaded u« a reason fo 
generous action by 'the Federal uuthorl 

tluH, 

Thu innnoy thus paid to tho Provlnci 
Included the accumulations of years 
Tho flrat of these apodal Daymen In 
made In Juno, lOil'J, amounted to $231,. 
lift I and subsequent paymonta from tlili 
sumo aourou wore $Nl>,774 In 1005,' ant 
$r,S,417.71 III mini, Thua tho aum ol 
(1711,221 wua apoo'atly given to tho Mani¬ 
toba Government to assist tho public 
schools; Yet In not a single oase was 
tho grant to a sohool Inoreasod. The 
only bandit vvnh.h .tho schools Ivavo re- 
I'ulvud from tlicso enlarged rooolpis hat 
boon tin: supplying of ftoo text books, 
upon which tho Government has ox. 
ponded Homo $4ll,t00 to date. Tho Nor¬ 
mal Hcliool at Winnipeg was built out 
Bf this fund at a cant of $100,000, and 
two Hiualler Normal Schools ivoro bulll 
it St, Bonlt'aco and ManUmi. 

The balancu of those apodal grants 
•r.ini O.txv.a, amounting to at least $200,- 
)00,.has boon praclloiilly tiikon from the 
schools and turned Into general rov- 
inuu; because, although this amount 
may have actually boon given to the 
ichools as part of their regular grants, 
ui equal amount of money, which 
,\ould have been paid out of tho ordln- 
iry revenues had this money not come 
irom Ottawa, was released for other 
purposes and was added to the Govern¬ 
ment's general expenditures. 

When In ISt'S the Dominion Govern¬ 
ment proposed to advance $300,1100 of 
h: school moneys to the Province of 
VInnitoba for the assistance of the 
sehjols, It was opposed by the Conser¬ 
vatives and the measure was thrown 
>ut In tile Senate, which Conservatives 
it that time controlled. In discussing 
his proposition In the Hnuso of Com- 
noiis Geo. E. Foster, sahl (Hansard, 
.SOS, June 8, page 7,414): 

“Tile Manitoba Government are, for 
‘Instance, now spending, say $200,000 for 
‘education, and if on receipt of tills 
‘they cut down that vote to $100,000, 
‘and supplement it by $100,000 of this 
'sum, using the present $100,000 for 
'other purposes, It is exactly the same 
'as if they took thij money and used 
'it for other purposes.” 

Tills is exactly what the Roblin Gov- 
.rnment has done. They have taken 
.dvantage of the enlarged receipts from 


it Treasury. 




HISTORY OF THE LIQUOR AOT 


Plunk No. 10 of tho Conservative 
platform of 181)0 reuds as follows! 

"That a measure ho udopted to 
■ glvo effect to tho will of tho people 
regarding Prohibition of tho Liquor 
Trafllo, which mcasuro should go ns 
far In tho direction of Prohibition as 
tho powors of tho I'rovlnco will al¬ 
low.” 

Mr. Hugh John Macdonald said In 
tho Legislature on Juno 11, 1000, In 
moving tho first roadlng of the Liquor 


"Tho moment that plank went Into 
the platform, and wo as a party went 
before tho country asking for support 
on that plunk, coupled with others, 
my course was clear, to carry out hon¬ 
estly tho pledge made to tho pooplc. 
Nothing can more lower a public man 
and a party than to have It supposed 
by the peoplo that specific, definite 
pledges aro like ple-crusl, mude to be 
proken.” 

On June 13, 1900, Colin H. Campbell 
declared that the verdict of the 
electorate In placing tho Conservative 
party In power was a constitutional 
mandate to tho Government to ennet 
and enforce the Liquor Act. The 
Conservative party, he added, "always 
fulfilled the pledges It made to the 
people even If It meant defeat.” He 
defended the Conservative party 
from the insinuation that It was not 
sincere In enacting the Liquor Act, 
and announced that he supported the 
Act "because he was conscientiously 
convinced that It was perfectly valid, 
and that it would effectively suppress 
the liquor traffic.” 

Nothing could be more explicit than 
the declarations by Mr. Macdonald and 
Mr. Campbell In the Legislature. 

Neither Mr. Roblin nor Mr. Rogers 
nor any other member uttered a syll¬ 
able of dissent from the declarations 
Mr. Macdonald made; not one of them 
voted against the measure. 

The Liquor Act, as passed by the 
local Legislature of 1900, contained the 
following provision: 








Tho Privy Council'll decision wits 
given on November 22, mol, declaring 
the Act wholly within thu powers of 
the Legislature, The Government were 
thus enubled to go ahead and proclaim 
the Act, 

On Jan. 0, 1002, after soma weeks of 
unbroken silence, announcement was 
made In the press that the Govern¬ 
ment had decided to submit the Liquor 
Act to a voto of the people, 

On February 10, 1002, Colin 1-1. 

Campbell Introduced the Itofurendum 
Act into the Legislature, in this 
speech Mr, Campbell said: 

"While the Act has grout advan¬ 
tages, It has also great disadvantages, 
and might well bo termed 'prohibition 
with a handicap.' It Is not what the 
people thought they were getting, Wo 
would practically have an open sale of 
liquor." 

The Referendum was held on April 
2, 1002; only 38,071 votes were cast, 
although 73,817 names were on the list 
as entitled to voto. Of these 22,404 
voted "No" and 15,007 "Tes." Tho Li¬ 
quor Act thus was killed, 

Tho following resolution was passed 
by the Manitoba Executive of the Do¬ 
minion Alliance on April 23, 1902: "In 
the whole history of the Province no 
other election, municipal, provincial 
of federal, was over characterized by 
such brlbory, personation, perjury and 
fraud as the election on tho Referen¬ 
dum. The vote on the 2nd Inst, was 
therefore no Indication of the prohibi¬ 
tion sentiment of this Province.” 

That thousands of the afflmatlve 
votes were cast by "repeaters" was 
notorious. This was made possible by 











st rue! lug them to Inform tliflf deputies 
that clrelors could only voto nt tho 
IioIIh wliero t heir mmic was on tlw lint. 

This Ictler lioi'o duto of March l!(), 
but It did not reach tho Winnipeg re¬ 
turning ufllcrr until tho morning of 
April II, lho duy nftor tho ulootlon, 13y 
un oxtraordlnury wot of coincidences 
otlior returning ofllcoi's far and near 
throughout Ihe I’rovlnco did not got 
tho lottor uni II too Into, although In n 
few constituencies tho loiter reached 
the returning nfllcors on election day. 
If Air. (.'ampin'll had, however, given 
tho public press tho text of Ills instruc¬ 
tions to the returning ofllcors, not only 
they but the electors would have been 
posted as to the law, and tho “brib¬ 
ery, personation, perjury and fraud,” 
referred to by the Dominion Alliance 
would not have been possible except 

LICENSE SCANDALS 


from the action of the commissioners In 
granting licenses In opposition to the 
wishes of the neighborhood. 

The McCreary Case. 

C. F. Czerwlnski, chairman of the 
p: o\ inclal e ecuti.e of ltoyal Templars, 
in a statement to the public press In 
November, 190,', dcc'.ur:ct tluR In a great 
majority of cases the Imc-nse in 
licenses had been made In deuuu 'e ol 
the laws of me land. He gave us s 
typical case the facts about the (front¬ 
ing of the license at AlcCreary, a.- lol- 

l0 “Let me tell very briefly the story^of 

striking than many others we have 
dealt with during the year. At Mc¬ 
Creary, a little hamlet of about fifteen 
householders on the C. N. It. north of 
Neepawa, a lLense was applied for by 
one Tain for a hou-e owned by a man 
named Raudry. According to the act 
an application must be signed by six- 
teen of the nearest twenty househaul- 
ers, but Tobin’s application was signed 
by people living miles away from tne 
place, and did not contain. went i ma- 
lority of the residents of the little ham¬ 
let itself. The local council of Royal 
Templars took action and a protest vvas 






owner of tho housu Cor which lioonso 
wits sought, llo was not only sworn 
at uml threatened, but was actually 
struck In the face, For this assault 
Uaudry has since been convicted and 
lined. Such an Incldont alone should 
have boon sutllcslent to show tho com¬ 
missioners that the house was not a 
proper placo to receive a Uconso, 

'‘When the case came up for hoarlng 
a : McCreary, nine of th ; nearest sixteen 
householders appeared as protestors. 
Tho law provldos that llconso commis¬ 
sioners have a right to look for Infor¬ 
mation and ovldonco In any way that 
they choose, but the commissioners In 
this case proceeded at once to rule out 
tho piotestors and docllned to consider 
their objections, They objected to the 
Prcsbytorlan minister on the ground 
that lie sometimes used Ills house for 
public sorvlce and ruled that ho was 
therefore not a householder and not en¬ 
titled to be heard. Two other residents 
were ruled out on the ground that they 
kept boarders, and still another was re¬ 
fused a hearing because he had not 
signed tho protest. Thus the residents 
of tho place were disposed of by the 
commissioners, and the license grant¬ 
ed.” 

Other Similar Scandals. 

By precisely similar methods—arbi¬ 
trarily counting some parties as house¬ 
holders and barring out others, accord¬ 
ing to the necessities of the case—li¬ 
censes have been granted despite the 
opposition of nearby residents In Elm 
Creek, Carman, Ethelbert, St. Bose du 
Bae, Napinka, Crystal City, Hartney, 
Edrans and other places. 

In cities and towns where there are 
no requirements as to signers or pro¬ 
testors but the commissioners have full 
discretionary rowers, there have been 
some glaring cases of the granting of 
licenses to party friends despite strong 
popular protests. In Winnipeg and 
neighborhood there were three such 
scandal: In quick succession, all of them 
relating to licenses applied for either 
directly or indirectly by Aime Benard, 
who is the Boblin candidate in Asslni- 

Norwood. 

In Norwood, a suburb of St. Boniface, 
a license was granted to a boarding 






of Zion Methodist church. Representa¬ 
tive:: of tlio churoll and spokesmen for 
partial In thu neighborhood waited up¬ 
on tho commissioners and plondod that 
tlio 11 eon so bo not granted. Ono of tho 
partlos who fought tho granting of the 
Uconso, Oliver ailmor, hardware merch¬ 
ant, made an affidavit In which he de¬ 
clared : 

"Mr. Benard said In my presence In 
discussing tho Robb Streot llconse, that 
ho, Benard, had boen told that he would 
not get a 'license on Boss Street as the 
residents wore strongly opposed to It 
and that ho, Benard, said he would get 
It In spite of tho protest of tho resi¬ 
dents. When ono of tho persons present 
said that Judgo Myers would stop him 
ho said: "To ——with Judge Myers.' " 
St. Boniface. 

The 1 cense was duly, granted. A year 
later, In the fall of 1905, an application 









license area Is a broach of faith and 
dotlanco of tho spirit ol' tho allloci tom- 
poranco rol'orms, hut tho only part and 
parcol of tho way In which tho Uoblln 
Oovornmont has surrendered tho peo¬ 
ple's Inlorost to tho liquor trust over 
slnco tho Hon. Hugh John Macdonald 
loft tho cabinet,” 

Methodists Conden Governments 
Liquor Polloy. 

Ait a moEtlng of tho standing commit¬ 
tee of the Methodist conference held In 
Winnipeg In Docombor, 1005, the con¬ 
duct of llionso commissioners In grant¬ 
ing licenses against local sentiment und 
In deflanco of tho law was severely 






not now tlu> holder of Uconsos In hit) 
own n’lino, lio Is Interested In hotels In 
Winnipeg St. I.lonlfnco and other parts 
of Iho Province, and has boon tho hero 
of many scandals over tho granting of 
liconsos. 

D. G. McKay, candidate for North 
Wlnnlpog, has 'boon ,f,ir years tho Chlof 
License Inspector for tho Province 
and Is directly responsible for tho lax, 
Inefficient and partial administration of 
the law. 

John Lytle, the Koblln candidate In 
Springfield, Is tho owner of a licensed 
hotel at Tyndall. 


THE LAO DU BONNET TELE- 
GRAM 


(jUtcnnoy-Onoral’s Department provcntcJ tho 

prosecullon of an lllosat eol'.or ot liquor.) 

In tho legislature during the session 
of 1905 Horace Chovrlor, M. P. x\, 
mado tho statement that on Nov. x, 
1904,—two days before tho Dominion 
general election, Attorney-General 
Campbell had telegraphed the magis¬ 
trate at Lac du Bonnet instructing him 
not to proceed with the prosecution of 
a keeper of a notorious shebeen, nam¬ 
ed Bruneau, against whom a warrant 
for the Illegal selling of liquor had Ken 
issued. 

Attorney-General Campbell, who was 
In the legislature at the time, made no 
comment upon Mr. Chcvrier’s state¬ 
ment, but subsequently, when the Free 
Press repeated the statement he gave 
an Interview to the Telegram, Fob. 27, 
1905", in which he declared: “No such 








lowing lot lor from 'L’lios, Houston, the 
Justleo of Iho ponoo who received the 
telegram In question, That letter Is 
herewith quoted In full! 

Lac du Bonnot, March 20, 1005, 
Sir,—I soo by somo statements pub¬ 
lished In tlio Telegram of tho 27th of 
February, and said to bo inado by tho 
attorney-general, that ho (tho Attor¬ 
ney-general) donlos having Interfered 
In any way with tho liquor prusoeutlon 
at Lao du Bonnot about which ho much 
has been said In tho public pross and 
clsewhoro lately. As those statements 
put me In a false position I will give 
you the particulars of tho ease. 

On the second of Novenvbor last a 
telegram was handed to mu at Lac du 
Bonnet slgnod "Colin II. Campbell,' 
advising mo to do nothing with tho 
liquor prosecution then ponding till I 
heard from him personally. 

In accordance with thoso Instruc¬ 
tions I lot tho prosecution stand, ex¬ 
pecting to got an explanation from 
tho attorney-general, but so far I have 
not got any. 

To prove these statements and In 
order that there may be no misappre¬ 
hension In regard to myself in refer¬ 
ence to this matter, I enclose you 
herewith the telegram I refer to. 

I might add that with any disagree¬ 
ment there may be between you and 
the attorney-general I have nothing 
whatever to do, but In justice to my¬ 
self I ask you to publish this note, and 
also the telegram. 

THOS. HOUSTON. 
Further denial being useless. Mr. 
Campbell thereafter contented himself 
with declaring that he had nothing to 
do personally with the sending of ihe 
telegram, as he was out of the city the 
day it was sent. 

This is neither a reply to, nor an ex¬ 
planation of, the charge. The teleg am 
was plainly sent from the attorney- 
general's department by some official 
authorized to sign Mr. Campbell’s 

The attorney-general's department is 
thus convicted of having interfered 
with the course of justice on behalf ot 
a breaker of the license laws—presum¬ 
ably in the supposed interests of the 
Conservative party in the Dominion 
election then pending. 

The original telegram as delivered to 
Mr. Houston is now in the possession 
of the Free Press. $ 


SUGGESTIVE LICENSE STA¬ 
TISTICS 

In 1SS7, the last year of the Norquay 
Government, there were 216 liquor li¬ 
censes in the Province of Manitoba. 

In 1SSS, the first year of the Green¬ 
way Government, the number dropped 
to 199; and the following year bo 140. 
Thereafter the number increased slow¬ 
ly, and in 1899, the last year of the 
Greenway Government, there were 167 
licenses in force. 'Thus, during the 12 
years of the Liberal , regime, licenses 
fell, from.218. In 1SS7, to 167 in 1899. 
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THE BOUNDARY QUESTION 
NEVER A POLITICAL ISSUE 


The boundary must o . has never been 
a political lssuo In Manitoba. The mat¬ 
ter of the extension of the boundaries 
was first broached In tho Legislature 
by Mr. Burrows, a Liberal. 

The resolution adopted by the Legis¬ 
lature unanimously In 1901 was moved 
by Mr. Burrows, a Liberal, seconded 
by Mr. Myers, a Liberal. 

Tho resolution of 1902 was moved by 
Mr. Roblln, a Conservative, and second¬ 
ed by Mr. Burrows, a Liberal, and car¬ 
ried unanimously. 

On every occasion when the matter 
was brought up In the Legislature, It 
was treated as a non-political question. 
With truth and reason, therefore, could 
Mr. Rogers and Mr. Campbell close 
their letter to Sir Wilfrid Laurler, writ¬ 
ten In February, 1905, asking for an ex¬ 
tension of the boundaries, with these 


“We sincerely trust that upon further 
consideration you may see your way 
clear to grant the request we make on 
behalf of a united Province. 

“Yours faithfully, 

“(Signed) R. ROGERS. 

“C. H. CAMPBELL." 

Mr. Rogers In a manifesto which he 
issued on April 4, 1905, said: 

"I have all along taken the ground 
that the claim for the extension of 
Manitoba’s boundaries is not a political 
one; that is, it is not a party question, 
and I was careful to make our position 
quite clear about this to Sir Wilfrid 







slon of 'Llio boundaries of Manitoba won 
In tho sosslon of 1007, when tlio noblln 
Goovornmont and Us followers voted 
down tho following resolution sub¬ 
mitted by tho Opposition: 

"That tills 'House roalllrms Its claim 
for an oxtonslon of the present boun¬ 
daries of the Provlneo northwest and 
easterly, to comprise all tho territory 
hitherto embraced within tho district 
of Koowatln and now forming part of 
tho Northwest Territories, and believe 
such a step to bo of tho highest Import¬ 
ance to tho Interests of tho Province of 
Manitoba and to tho securing of good 
government for and tho development 
of said territory; and would especially 
urge the Dominion Government to deal 
with such question of tho extension of 
boundaries during the prosont session 
of the Dominion Parliament.” 

With the exception of the last clause 
tills resolution was Identical with the 
one moved In the session of 190G by Mr. 
Rogers, seconded by Mr. Agnow and 
unanimously supported by tho members 

Tills resolution was moved by the Op ¬ 
position eg an amendment to the Gov¬ 
ernment’s resolution, which for the first 
time was partisan In Its language. The 
Opposition, after their amendment had 
been defeated, supported the Govern • 
ment resolution, while disclaiming all 
responsibility for tho terms In which 
It was set forth. 

Liberal Resolution at Convention, 

Tho resolution of the Liberal conven¬ 
tion on the question of the boundary 
extension was as follows: 

“That this convention is of the 
opinion that in order that Manitoba 
may take her rightful place In confed¬ 
eration It is essential that the area of 
the Province be increased to Include 
that part of the present territory of 
Keewatln lying between tho northern 
boundary of Manitoba and the Hudson 
Bay, and that our financial arrange¬ 
ments with Ottawa Should be placed on 
the same basis as those of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan." 

Views of Edward Brown. 

Edward Brown, the Liberal leader, 
speaking on this question in Winnipeg 
on Nov. 13, 1906, said: 

“Under the present administration the 
members of the Opposition have always 
loyally supported the Government upon 
this question in the House. It will be 
quite clear to you that the attitude of 
the Liberals of this Province Is now. 
and always has been, strongly in favor 
of the extension of Manitoba’s boun¬ 
daries. I wish, therefore, to take ad¬ 
vantage of this occasion in view of the 
conference now at Ottawa, to reiterate 
the stand we take upon this question. 

“I say that we not only desire the 
boundaries to be extended but we ex¬ 
press the hope that as the outcome of 
this conference this matter may be set- 


pointed 
a polit- 






"Allcnv mo to point out that that feu 
lure of tho situation should not, am 
(loco not, for on a nwununt deserve to hi 
talcon Into consideration. If a satis 
faotoi'y sHtlommul of tho question li 
reached wu shall bo wlllliiff to cnnooth 
tho Government any credit they aro on 
lltlod lo In thin connection. Moamvhlli 
tho Interests of the Province domain 
that the hi anil our party taken upon tin 
question should bo clearly understood, 
"When In Ottawa recently I had tin 
pleasure or culling upon tho Premier 
and In a very brief Interview the qiios 1 
tlon of bolter terms and extension o: 
boundaries naturally came up, T ns 
stired Mir Wilfrid that the liberals o 
this Province 'were unanimous In urgln; 
that ample justice be done to this Prov 
Ince, and In spite of tho fact that thi 
present Government of the Provlnei 
had heaped so much abuse upon him 
and had grossly misrepresented Ills at' 
tiitudo upon the question, that I wni 
satisfied that the peoplo of this Provlnei 
had the fullest confidence that oui 
claims would bo determined upon theli 


DEPARTMENT OP AGRICUL 
TURE INEFFICIENT 





itti'a of HMM-JMn even resolutions pan 
ul busliioss nieelliigs ivuro droppi 
nt, probably ihmtuso olio rooolutli 
hlch was passed lit 11/04 ami reaffirmi 
loon, protested against tlw papoi 
itures ami discussions not bell 
Itiloti. Tho I'upni't of 'tho meetings i 
oso associations hold In Fdbruar 
111, has not yot booh tho light of da 
though tho material was In tho ham 
tho Deportment loss than six wool 


tor tho mootings woro hold at Ural 

riio printing ot tho looluros, piipui 
d discussions at tho annual nieotlm 
the llvo sleek associations and ti 
llolous dlstrllmllon of tho report 
e of tho cheapest ami most e:tsll 
magod methods of dlssonilnatlii 
rlctilLural information and ftirthorln 
rlciiltural education. No satlsfnctor 
planatlon has ever been given to tli 
ecutlvcs of the llvo stock association 
ly those bulletins have been cut dow 
mero business details. Nothing I 
i way of educational literature ha 
in issued by the Department to tak 
dr place. The agricultural llteratur 
i boon confined to the annual repm 
tho Department,* which Is not ter 
truotlve, uml tho crop bulletins. 

’ho Province of Ontario Issues an 
tributes tho report of the reglstrn 
live stock, tho annual report of 111 
i stock associations, containing a 
tors, 1c; t.n*es and discmslons at thel 
etlngs, and Which last year rail t 
;r t'Dil pages: the reports of fairs am 
ilbltlons, a most valuable bulletin 
1 ss than three volumes of Farmers 
tltute reports, one of which contain 
reports of 'meetings held among tb 
men. Then there Is the report of thi 
rlcultural Union of Ontario, the an 
il report of the Agricultural College 
Good Roads report, the report o 
Dairy Association, a perfect com 
dlum of u-eful Information on dair; 
jects; and an excellent Poultry As 
iation report. 

Institutes Disorganized, 
rnder the Hon. Thos. Greenway. a: 
lister, and Hugh McKellar, as Ue- 
y. the Farmers' Institute meetings 
I been worked up to a high degree 
efficiency and wore doing much to 
rease Interest in 'agricultural edu- 
lon. The very first year Mr. Rohlin 
3 in power the meetings fell behind, 
th tho appointment of J. W. Black 
Deputy, there was a tremendous 





solves of the siundlng offer of tho Do¬ 
minion Clovornmonl to contribute $OBO 
to tho holding of sttoh sale, They com¬ 
municated with the Department at Ot¬ 
tawa. and wore told that the grant 
would bo theirs If a salo was hold un¬ 
der tho usual regulations of tho Do- 
partmont, Thoy noxt sought tho co¬ 
operation of Mr. Kobllu and Ills do- 
partmont In tho niattor, pointing out 
tho groat advantage to ho galnod by 
tho holding of such a salo, tho assist¬ 
ance that tho Dominion was ready to 
grant and tho work that could bo ac¬ 
complished If his department would 
eo-oporato and help thorn In the mat¬ 
ter of a suitable building, oto. Tho 
moment that ho know tho Dominion 
Government was to havo any share In 
tho management of tho salo Mr. Roblln 
turned tho proposition down entirely, 
absolutely infusing assistance of any 

Ultimately the C. P. R. railway came 
to tho rescue of the live stock men, 
oreotod a commodious salo pavilion 
and stables, and two sales havo been 
hold, to each of which the Dominion 
duly contributed the promised amount 
of $CfiO, nnd In addition supplied men to 
attond and assist In ovory wny In de¬ 
scribing tho merits of tho animals 
offered, etc. At each sale either the 
Dominion commissioner of live stock 
or his deputy has attended and given 
all possible assistance. 

Live Stock Judging. 

In the year 1903 the live stock asso¬ 
ciations began tho work of live stock 
judging In connection with their an¬ 
nual meetings. This meant a very 
heavy Increase In the cost of their an¬ 
nual gatherings, but tho grants from 
tho Provincial Legislature havo never 
been Increased. All the speakers tor 
these meetings and for conducting the 
live stock judging classes have been 
supplied by the Dominion Government 
and paid for by them. These classes 
have Increased In Interest year by 
year. Their benefit to agricultural in¬ 
terests is undeniable, but the Manitoba 
Department of Agriculture has spent 
neither tlihe nor money upon them. 

Seed Special. 

In September, 1905, when the first 
meeting was held to consider the ad¬ 
visability of sending out seed demon¬ 
stration train's, Hon. R. P. Rob- 
lln and the then deputy minister 









declined to bo present, nor wan lie re¬ 
presented by Ills deputy, 

The train toured Manitoba for four 
weeks, more tlmn half of tlio entire 
time It was out, yot for not one day of 
that time was there it representative 
from the Manitoba Department 
of AKi'leulturu on board, nor 
did the department furnish a 
single copy of uny bulletin for distri¬ 
bution. Alberta anil Saskatchewan not 
only supplied speakers but the deputy 
minister of agriculture foy Alborta and 
the minister of agriculture for Sas¬ 
katchewan personally attended the 
train In their rospcctlvo provinces and 
furnished the best bulletin on noxious 
weeds that has yet boon published In 
the west, by the thousand, lor distribu¬ 
tion. 

When tho local Legislature mot not 
only tho minister of ngrleulturo but the 
members from Mountain and Cypress 
River took tho opportunity of speaking 
slightingly of the work of tho seed 
selection special train, speaking of It 
ns chonp advertising for tho Dominion 
Government. The cheap advertising 
cost the Dominion $4,600 and the rnll- 
wav companies something like $50,000. 

[Tnsollcltcd testimony from all over 
the country goes to prove that this 
seed train was one of the best pieces 
of educational work ever done, and the 
Manitoba Department of Agriculture 
had neither part nor lot In It. 

An Auctioneer for Deputy Minister. 

When W. J. Black vacated the posi¬ 
tion of deputy minister to become 
principal of the agricultural college, the 
position was filled by the appointment 
of J. J. Golden. Mr. Golden was for 
many years an auctioneer In the city 
of Winnipeg, and was afterwards In 
charge of the Government’s Immigra¬ 
tion ofllce In Winnipeg. He has no 
known qualifications for the position 
of deputy minister, which should be 
filled by an experienced and thorough¬ 
ly competent agriculturist. Another 
freak appointment made by Mr. Rioblln 
as minister of agriculture was that of 
R. G. O'Malley as Inspector of noxious 
weeds. Mr. Golden and Air. O'Malley 
make a great team to represent the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture at gatherings 
of hard-headed intelligent farmers. 

The Liberal Policy. 

The Liberal platform calls for an ad¬ 
vanced agricultural policy. The plank 
dealing with this policy reads thus: 

"That as Manitoba Is pre-eminently 


Iture in all its branches 
the first duty of the Govern- 
1 that its agricultural depart- 
uld Include a commercial In¬ 
branch.'’ 



DISFRANCHISING MARRIED 
WOMEN 


In the Kt'KM'loti hi' 1 mill nn amendment 
to the Municipal Act, Introduced by the 
Government. ami put through without 
UilHKunt by IIh obedient majority, do- 
prlvcd mniTled women owning pro¬ 
perly of the rlgltl to vrito In municipal 
elections,, At that Ihuc a local option 
L'ainpulgn was. In progress In Onrimtn 
iiml In Gladstone, and In both place* 
the mimes of the women worn struck 
Crom the lists. 

With respect to the Carman Hat, the 
bulferlii header, imblNied In that 

" Thu solicitor for the town of Cnr- 
' man wunt to Winnipeg and Imd an 
' Interview with llio Attorney-General 
'amt asked him whether the married 
‘ women then on the authorised town 
‘lists would be allowed to voto, The 
' Attorney-General replied that 'lie 
' was. preparing to leave for the Bast 
‘and bail not time to look Into the 
‘ matter,’ and that was 1 nil the sntls- 
' faction that the town solicitor got,” 

The solicitor subsequently advised 
lie town council that' the women were 
lot eligible to vote, 

Between the local option voto In 
,‘nrmnn and the. local option vote In 
Badstone there was a money by-law 
•oted on In Brandon, The municipal 
lUthorltles’ In Brandon applied to the 
tttorney-Gcnernl for a' ruling In re’- 
:ard to the married women whose 
tames were on the list, and were told 
hat ns the names, were on the list they 
night be allowed to stand, The uues- 
lon then arose In Gladstone whether 
he women should or should net vote 
n local option,, and the town clerk re- 
uested a ruling from the Altorney- 
leneral, who stated that If the town 
ollcltnr, who was a Portage la Prairie 
arrlstcr, came to him he would talk 
d him. The town solicitor could not 
e communicated with Immediately, 


alien without the Attorney-General 
invlng given the ruling that the town 
lerlc hnd asked for, and, ns In Carman, 
lie women were debarred from voting. 

The disfranchising amendment hav- 
ng thus served .the purpose for which 
t was designed—namely, of barring 
ut married women from voting on 
ocal option In Carman and Gladstone 
-was, repealed at the 1907 session of 
the Legislature, by the same obedient 





THE LIBERAL PLATFORM 


Resolutions Adopted by tho Liberals 
of Manitoba In Convention, Maroh 
27 and 28, 1806. 

Flnanoes of tho Provlnoe. 

That, whereas tho expenditure of 
this Province In 1005 was more than 
doublo that of 1808, this convention 
rogards tho Increase as excessive anil 
disproportionate to tho rovenuo re¬ 
sources of tho Province, and believes 
that tho application of business meth¬ 
ods would result In better administra¬ 
tion 6f tho public service at gri ally 
reduced cost. 


Provincial Lands. 

That tho policy of selling tracts of 
land to speculators by private sale 
is to bo condemned as Injurious to the 
public Interest; that arable land be 
sold only to actual settlers at reason¬ 
able prices, and under conditions Im¬ 
posing settlement duties; and that 
all other lands be disposed of by pub¬ 
lic competition. 

Publioity. 

We regard a policy of publicity In 









Tho electors of municipalities shall 
have tho power, not only to puss local 
option by-laws, but also to limit or 
reduce tho number of licenses In tho 
municipality! And that uny municipal 
council must submit tho question to a 
vote on tho petition of 2B por cent, of 
tho rosldont electors, 

Eduoatlon. 

That the Liberal party pledges Its- 
self, If returned to power, to a forward 
policy In tho matter of education. 
Education lias suffered, and Is suffer¬ 
ing gravo disadvantages In this Pro¬ 
vince from Its subordination to an¬ 
other department, and should be plac¬ 
ed In cliargo of a minister of educa- 


Extension of Provlnoe. 

That this convention Is of tho 
opinion that In order that Manitoba 
may take her rightful place in confed¬ 
eration It Is essential that the area of 
the Province be Increased to Include 
part of the present territory of 



regret the lm 
shown by the present Government to 
advanced work In agriculture by Its 
Indifference towards such great move¬ 
ments as the seed grain special and 
seed fairs. 

Commercial Intelligence Branch. 

That as Manitoba is pre-eminently 
a farming province the encourage¬ 
ment of agriculture In all Its branches 
should be the first duty of the Govern¬ 
ment, and that Its agricultural de¬ 
partment should Include a commercial 
Intelligence branch. 

Good Roads. 

That Inasmuch as the prosperity of 
the Provlnoe depends in large measure 
upon the existence of good roads the 
Government should have a definite 







polloy whoroby It can oo-oporato'wltli 
tho municipalities In building a first- 
class syfltom of main thoroughfares. 
Sharing Taxes With Municipalities. 

That a roasonablo proportion of tho 
revcnuo received from the taxation of 
railway oompanles bo distributed on 
somo equitable plan of distribution, 
to the municipalities. 

Conserving Trust Funds. 

That all receipts of principal from 
M. & N. W. und H. B. land sales, bo 
set aside for payment of the bonds 
maturing In 11)10. 

Voters’ Lists. 

That tho Election Act should provide 
that voters' lists should bo prepared 
specially for each election, whether a 
general or a bye-election, and only 
then; that the lists should be based 
on a list of resident ratepayers pre¬ 
pared by the municipal authorities, 
supplemented by personal registra¬ 
tion under conditions giving ample 
facilities for the purpose. 


Railway Bond Guarantees. 

That this convention expresses its 
emphatic disapproval of the unwise 
wholesale guaranteeing of railway 
bonds. 

Public Ownership. 

That the public should control all 
public utilities, such os waterworks, 
lighting, and telephone systems and 
that in granting franchises and char¬ 
ters for such the right of their ulti¬ 
mate ownership by the people should 
be provided for. 

Fair Wages and Factories Aot. 

That a fair wage clause be inserted 
In all contracts awarded by the Pro¬ 
vincial Government, and that the pro¬ 
vision for the same be made In the 
case of contracts upon works sub¬ 
sidized by the Government: 

That the ' Factories Act be rigidly 
enforced: 

That amendments be made to the 
Workingmen’s Compensation Act ex¬ 
tending the remedies and facilitating 
trials under the act. 


Combines. 

That it is the duty of the Crown to 
subject all alleged combines and as¬ 

sociations in restraint of trade to the 
most searching investigation; and to 
•prosecute and punish all breaches of 
’the law in this respect. 

Administration of Justice. 

That the administration of Justice 
should be impartial and non-political, 

thereby commanding the respect and 

confidence of the people in contrast 
with the persistent and determined 
prostitution of the machinery of jus¬ 
tice to partisan ends, which has been 
the practice of the present admlnlstra- 

Immigration and Colonization Policy. 

That the prosperity of the Prov¬ 
ince could be greatly enhanced by a 
vigorous publicity, immigration and 
colonization policy, by which settlers 










A Revenue Tariff. 

That tho Liberals of Manitoba in 
convention assembled affirm their ad- 
horonce to tho traditional Liberal pol¬ 
icy; that tho rato of customs taxation 
should be basod solely on tho revenue 
requirements of tho country; and de- 
claro It to bo their Intention resolutely 
to opposo any proposal, from what¬ 
ever souroc, to Increase tho tariff, as 
being prejudicial to tho Interests of 
the Dominion as a whole; 

And, further, are of tho opinion 
that In the forthcoming revision of 
tho tariff, It is desirable that the 
tendency of the changes should be to¬ 
wards lower duties, particularly on 
lumber, machinery, fruit, and cloth¬ 
ing, which are necessities of the west¬ 
ern farmers, whose prosperity ensures 
tho prosperity of the manufacturing 
Industries; and the preference of 33 
1-3 per cent, on Importations from 
Great Britain and her colonies should 
be maintained In Its entirety. 

Approval of Dominion Government 

This convention of Manitoba Lib¬ 
erals desires to place on record Its ap¬ 
proval of the ten years of capable and 
progressive adminstratlon given the 
Dominion by Sir Wilfrid Laurier and 
his colleagues; and In particular com¬ 
mends them for their energetic and 
statesmanlike Immigration and trans¬ 
portation policy which v 












Government, particularly for tho bono- 
flt and accommodation of the farm¬ 
ers Instead of for tho purpose of 
gain or profit, 

"X am not prepared to commit tho 
Liberal party to an undertaking bo 
vast where such largo Interests are at 
stake, without first making tho matter 
the subject of the fullest and most 
searching enquiry. X do not think, 
however, that the oredlt of tho Pro¬ 
vince could bo pledged for a bettor 
purpose or one that would more ma¬ 
terially increase our prosperity or 
strengthen our oredlt abroad, than for 
providing relief along these linos to 
the farmers of the Province. 

“I am prepared to-day to go this far, 
that Is to say: If our party is returnod 
to power, we will not only undertake 
to construct a Government elevator at 


















cent. The school grant remains whore 
It was placed by Iho Liberal Govern¬ 
ment—ul $130 p“.— 


TX, 


__ = _.io appointment ot Justlcos 

— -io ponoo, oommlsslonors In B, R,, ana 
other of floors of justlco, lio from ropre- 
sontntlvo men inilopondont of politics." 

Tho present Government has dis¬ 
missed pol-loe magistrates' at Winnipeg, 
CarbeiTy, Noopavva, for political rea¬ 
sons; nearly all tlia county court clerks 
nppuilntcd by tiro Liberals; and regis¬ 
trars and officials of tho I/and Titles 
offices. Moreover, the J. P.'s who held 
office under the Greonway Government 








NOTABLE UTTERANCES OF 
MR. R. P. ROBLIN 


"I AM NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ALL I SAY, SPEAKING POLITICAL¬ 
LY.”—Statement made on oath by Mr. 
Roblln, under cross-examination, in 
the presence of a crowded court room 
in Winnipeg, November 11, 1890. 

"The wives and mothers of Manitoba 
ought to thank Heaven—yes, devoutly 
thank Heaven—that there is now in 








“The unfalrnoss of Britain In not 
concocting commercial advantages to 
Canada."—Spooch at Bordon banquet, 
Winnipeg, October 20, 1002. 


"A tariff similar to that of tho Unit¬ 
ed States should bo adopted for the 

Dominion.In any case whore the 

United States placed an Import duty 
on anything, Canada ‘should reolpro- 
cate and in turn place an equivalent 

Import duty.Thoro could no long- 

r bo any doubt that tho time liad 


come when the Federal Government 
SHOULD DO AWAY WITH ANY 

PREFERENCE.Ho was glad to 

speak In Montreal, the heart of tho 
manufacturing Industry of Canada. Ha 
knew they v-‘ - 1 


-..jt Indifferent to the 

Success of the Great West, The West 
s ready to do its share toward help- 










THE TELEPHONE QUESTION 

The Union oC Manitoba Munlelpall- 
tles at Its mooting In tltO-l doolarod un¬ 
animously tor the public ownership of 
telephones; anil In tho 11)05 meeting 
bold at Brandon tho following resolu¬ 
tion was passed i 

"That the Manitoba Union of Muni¬ 
cipalities shall bo pleased to co-opor- 
"ale with tho Provincial Government 
"In tho establishment of a telephone 
"system throughout tho Province, tho 
"trunk lines of which shall bo con¬ 
structed and operated by the Govern- 
"meirt upon terms satisfactory to tho 
"municipalities, and that a committee 
"composed of Mayor Sharpe, of Win¬ 
nipeg: Aid. Coldwcll, of Brandon 1 
“Aid, Harvey, of Dauphin, and Reeve 
“Cochran, of Blanchard, bo appointed 
"to deal with tho matter; and that 
"powers of expropriation bo obtained, 
"granted or exercised by and to the 
"Government of Manitoba and the 
"municipalities, If doomed advisable.” 

At the 100(1 session of the Legislature 
the Roblln Government took up the 
telephone question. In place of follow¬ 
ing the suggestion of the Municipal 
"Union and formulating a plan, In con¬ 
sultation with the Union, thus keeping 
the matter out of politics, the Govern¬ 
ment conceived that it would bn politi¬ 
cally advantageous to capture the 
movement and add It to the Govern- 

The Municipal Union Ignored. 

They hastily concocted a telephone 
plan which they put upon the statute 
book, without consulting the special 
committee appointed by the Municipal 
Union to assist in the drafting of such 
a measure. 

Features of the 1906 Legislation. 

The outstanding features of the tele¬ 
phone legislation were these: 

Every municipality must take a vote 
of the property owners at the next 
municipal election upon the question 
"Shall this municipality own and oper¬ 
ate its own telephones?" A'sixty per 
cent, vote in the affirmative authorized 
the Municipal Council at any future 
time to issue debentures for the Instal¬ 
lation of a municipal telephone sys¬ 
tem "without any further submission 
of any .by-law for the assent of the 
electors.” 

The Provincial Government was au¬ 
thorized to build long distance lines 
thioughout' the Province; and it could 
also build the local exchanges in Win¬ 
nipeg, Portage la Prairie and Brandon, 
if requested to do so by the councils of 
those places. 

Imported Telephone Speakers. 

The Government took power to guar¬ 
antee the telephone debentures of any 
municipality at its discretion. 

56 







The by-law was mibinlUcd on the 
municipalities at tho Doootnbur oloo- 
Uonsi and to ensure Its passage tlto 
Government orgunlzod a campaign in 
Its ibohalf, For tho month boforo tho 
voting tho Province was overrun with 
Imported speakers, Among ■( ho paid 
spoakors wore J. 13. Waro, ot Grnncl 
Rapids, who got $1,250 tor a months 
work! Joshua Dyke, of Fort William, 
who got $'150; C. 13, Choadlo, of Iowa, 
$250; A. Hoover, of Ontario, $175; A. F. 
Demers, $340; N. F. Wing, of Minne¬ 
apolis, $350. In all $3,252 was paid tor 
speakers, togother with travelling and 
hotel expenses. This duos not Include 
the salary and expenses of F. Dagger, 
the Government telephone "oxpot't. * 
Defeated in 8lxty-Elght Municipalities. 

Out of 124 municipalities which ' ot-’d 
on tho by-law 08 re.1octod it and 50 
supported It. Tho chief weakness In 
tho Government's sohemo was that, 
under tho provisions governing the Is¬ 
suing of the debentures, the munici¬ 
pality as a whole was responsible. Mr, 
Dagger and the other pa'd speakers 
wore Instructed to deny this, and to 
claim that only tho telephono users 
would bo liable; and Mr, Roblln and 
Mr. Campbell supported this by Inter¬ 
views In the press and. public utter¬ 
ances. Tho law, nowever, was explicit 

Strong objection was also taken to 
the provision enabling the Government 
to build local exchanges In Winnipeg, 
Brandon and Portage la Prairie only. 

The Liberal Position Defined. 


During the campaign the Liber il 
party took no position one way or the 
other on the telephone, but after the 
vote had been taken Edward Brown, 
the Liberal lender, mode a public 
statement. Asked why the Liberals 
had not disclosed thedr policy before the 
plebiscite, he said; 

"Because we were most anxious not 
to Introduce politics into municipal 
matters. Had our policy been announc¬ 
ed before the plebiscite it would have 
created a sharp political division, and 
Instead of the Government scheme be¬ 
ing defeated in 72 municipalities, while 
the vote over .the whole Province show¬ 
ed a slight majority In the affirmative 
(which may be taken as indicating that 
not even the pernicious legislation of 
the Government was able to defeat en¬ 
tirely the sentiment In favor of public 
ownership), the result would have been 
that the country would have defeated 
the pleb'selte entirely by a large major¬ 
ity voting against municipal ownership. 

“While that would have suited the 
Liberal policy from a party point of 
view, we had higher interests in mind. 
It would have done the Province harm 
had it gone forth to the world that 
Manitoba had rejected public owner¬ 
ship principles. It would have raised 
keen party differences In the munici¬ 
pal contests, and would 'have left the 
real sentiment of the people in greater 
doubt than it is to-day. 

“Under these circumstances the Lib¬ 


eral party 
ership dec! 







tho plebiscite) so as not to still further 
confuse tho Issuo In tho minds of tho 
electors. For tills reason wo toolc no 
part In tho matter. Wo loft our sup¬ 
porters to do tut tlioy pleased. X myself 
at almost ovory mooting I have spoken 
at havo boon careful bo say that the 
Liberal party would bo equally well 
satisfied whlohovor way tho vote went, 
but that wo thought It would bo a pity 
If tho Province voted In a way which 
would load outsiders to suppose that 
wo wore opposod to public ownership 
At Mollta I took a stand that a vote In 
the affirmative would bu regarded as an 
ondorsatlon of tho Liberal party. I did 
this because at Mollta I definitely, 
stated what our policy was. Tho con¬ 
ditions there were peculiar. Our can¬ 
didate had boon grossly misrepresented, 
and I thought It wise to state for tho 
benefit of the Mellta people ospoclally 
what our policy was. Tho Telegram 
reported my speech on Monday, Dec. 3, 
and so In their wild assertions and de¬ 
mands for my policy at subsequent 
dates they were Ignoring tho very plain 
declaration reported In their own 
columns. 

"At Neepawa again X advised tho 
people of Beautiful Plains to vote 
•Yes,’ If by so doing they merely meant 
to endorse the principle of public own¬ 
ership, but I showed them very clear¬ 
ly to what extent they would bo com¬ 
mitted by the Government by such a 
vote, and I was not surprised to And 
that not even a desire to support the 
principle Induced them to give a vote 
which would have been Interpreted as 





■uoh a syitom o« goon as the noceBBary 
legislation oan be passed, and the pres* 
ant Government's acts repealed, so, aa 
to rellovo tho munlolpalltloe of the ooet 
and trouble of Installing their own 
systems. 

"Of course thoro would bo nothing In 
tho proposed legislation to prohibit 
any municipality from establishing Its 
own system If it preferred doing so. 
Wo believe that a complolo system of 
Government 'phones to bo Installed and 
oporalod by a central Independent com¬ 
mission a much stronger and more 
economical sohomo than If tho long 
distance linos wore under Government 
management, and a great many separ¬ 
ata systems under municipal manage¬ 
ment; and In view of tho competition 
to bo met It Is essential to tho success¬ 
ful carrying out of tho undertaking 
that tho strongest posstblo position 
should be occupied by tho Province. 

“Wo would conduct tho system on 
strictly business principles, and there 
would be such reductions of price ns 
tho receipts would wurrant without 
making any general charge on tho 
revenue of the Province, bearing In 
mind the primary object of tho under¬ 
taking, namely, the rendering of a sat¬ 
isfactory service, and the bringing of 
the telephone Into common use for all 
elusses by furnishing the service at 

"Wo concede that a dual system Is 
not desirable, but having regard to the 
future It Is of the greatest Importance 
thnt this utility should be owned by the 
people, and even If tho keenest com¬ 
petition had to bo met for a number of 
years undoubtedly the Province would 
eventually win out." 

“Have you anything to say In reply 
to Mr. Roblln’s charges against you 
as to your alleged Interest In a tele¬ 
phone charter granted by the Dominion 
Government?” 

“I think It Is hardly necessary," said 
Mr. Brown, "In view of the above state¬ 
ment, coupled with the speeches X have 
made throughout the country since the 
Liberal platform of last March declared 
In favor of public ownership of tele¬ 
phones.” 

Government Recasts its Scheme. 

The result of the voting on the pleb¬ 
iscite and the declaration of the Lib¬ 
eral policy compelled the Government 
at the recent session of tho House to 
recast its entire scheme. The net re¬ 
sult of the modifications Is to bring It 
much nearer the Liberal policy. 

The new legislation provides that any 

municipality In which the by-law car¬ 

ried oan request the Government to 
build the system; or if the municipal¬ 
ity takes no action at all the Govern¬ 
ment can construct and operate such a 
system. 

Where the by-law was defeated pro¬ 
vision Is made for Its resubmlsslon. If 
on the second trial It carries the muni¬ 

cipality can either build Its own system 
or 'turn the work over ito the Govem.- 
ment; while if the by-law Is defeated 
the Government has the power to go 
ahead and build anyway. 
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Tho design of the legislation Is to 
encourage the municipalities to stop 
aside and allow thu Government to 
build both llio long distance lines and 
locul exchanges, In other words llio 
Government Is trying by roundabout 
methods to roach tho sumo position ns 
tlmt occupied by tho Liberal party, 


Tho Telephone Vote. 

Habjolnod aro tho official returns of 
tho vote on tho telephone by-law at 
the municipal elections, Ilrundon 1 b 
murked In tills list us "carried," Tills 
Is, howovor, a disputable point, us It 
is contended that, under the Municipal 

tiro' v 
law; 


Bolssevain.. .. 

Boulton. 

Brandon City.. 


Carman. 

Clanwilllam. 

Cornwallis. 

Cypress (.North),.. 
Cypress (South)... 

Dauphin. 

Dauphin Town. .. 

Deloralne. 

Do Sulaberry. 

DuKerln. 

"Award. 

mice. 

llkhorn. 

imorson Town..., 


Gretna Village. .. 

Grandview. 

Grandview Village 


Minnedosa.. 

Mlnlota. 

Mlnitonas.. . 

Mlnto. 

Montcalm.. . 
Morden. 



Ochre River. 80 

Odanali. 08 

’ombina... lvi 

’Hot Mound. 40 

’Ipostono. 110 

’lum Coulee. 0 

Portage la Prairie 343 
P. la P. Town,,.. 301 

ROSOdule. 88 

Rapid. City. DO 

thlnoland. 40 


Slioal Lake.. .... 28 

Shell River. 148 

SI f ton. 121 

Silver Creek. 28 

Souris. 124 


Sprlngdc... 

Stanley. 

Strathclalr. 

Stuartburn. 

St. Andrews. 

St. Boniface .... i 

St. Clements. 

St. jrr. Xavier.. .. 

St. Laurent. 

St. Paul Parish... 

St. Rose. 

St. Vital. 

Strathcona. 

Stonewall. 


Wesfboumo. 

Whitehead. 

Whltemouth. 

Whitewater. 

Winchester. 

Winkler Village... 
Winnipeg.. 



18,688 11,569 66 67 


A Check for the Government. 

The Government announced that all 
municipalities, where there had been 
an affirmative vote must decide by 
April 1 what they were going to do to 
leave the road free for the Govern¬ 
ment: but they struck a snag In the 
city of Winnipeg which declined to de¬ 
cide a question of such moment on 
such short notice; and on Feb. 11 the 
following resolution was passed by the 
city council asking the Government to 
take no action without the full concur¬ 
rence of the city: 

“In view of the fact that the council 
has not had opportunity to thoroughly 
consider the question of construction 
of a system of telephones for the city, 
or the question of the local Govern¬ 
ment taking up the construction of 
such a system, and in view of the fact 
of the desirability that ample time 
should be given for the council to 
thoroughly consider and deal with the 
question as it might deem best, the 
board recommends that the council re¬ 

spectfully but urgently, request that 
no decision should be arrived at by 
the Government or Legislature without 
the thorough concurrence of the city.” 
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Hypoorlsy of the Govommont Exposed 
Tlio grout point ftt tasuo ta tho Wlo ; 

Ili'n'inonWiifMa llaJblo J , or 
iu tlio working oC municipal phonos. 11 k 
man who buys dobontiiros docs not cart 
whether tho rutos charged,cover the cos 
or jioi, because the municipality ay u 
whole is liable for snob Uubpnturos, Th< 
government strenuously 
both tlio premier and tlio attorney-gener¬ 
al being Interviewed and ls»uln« spool a 
statements to the effect that no abiutj 
would fall on unyono oxoopt the user* o 
thu phonos. When tho Wlf to amona th( 
Tuluphono act was read a third time or 
Tuesday. Fob. 12th, of tho scsslor 
closed (1007) tho opposition moved 
sort in tho tilaueo ^ dealing with 
(clause 1* of seotion 10 Uno 2) to add 
showing that such rates charged _ 
usors of 'piiantv* and the g 
guarantee should 'lie tho soro sc 
Lhe tolenhono ilebcntures issue 


,NTER ^Slv^ H N ffi T8BY 

In November, 1006, a box of moooa- 
alns valued' at about $70 consigned to 
Theo. Wachna, of Stuartburn, was 
shipped from 'Winnipeg to Dominion 
City, which Is the nearest C. P. K. 
point to Stuartburn. Wachna never 
received these goods and complained 
of their non-arrival to the C. P. R- 
freight authorities in Winnipeg. The 
railway company made investigations 
and found that the goods had been 
duly delivered at Dominion City. No 













